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Services
Friday Nights
8:00 PM

Meetings

Ritual
Sept 8—7:30 PM
Sept 15—7:30 PM
Sept 22—7:30 PM
Oct 6—7:30 PM

Men’s Club
Sept 10—7:30 PM

Education
Sept 7—9:30 AM

Board
Sept 14—9:30 AM
Oct 19—9:30 AM

Executive Board
Sept 11—7:30 PM
Oct 16—7:30 PM

Sisterhood

Sept 25—7:30 PM
Oct 23—7:30 PM

Special Events

BarMitzvah
Cory Scherzer
Sept 6

WEB SITE
www.ckibbnj.org

Sept 2008/5768

She Rabli’s Foruum
by

Links in the chain.

| had the honor and sad duty to conduct a funeral recently for a man | had met only a
few days before. He was 92 years old, and he was a survivor of the concentration
camps. He told me a small part of his story, and he showed me the numbers tattooed
on his arm. He cried and told me, “l| see my mother standing in front of me, and the
Nazis take her away to be killed. | never see her again.”

He was a witness, and now he is gone. Every year the number of witnesses grows
smaller. The youngest survivors who have any memory of the atrocities committed in
the name of Aryan superiority are now in their mid-seventies. Within the foreseeable
future, there will be no direct witnesses left to tell the story.

When | was a student at Rutgers (many years ago), Elie Wiesel came to speak to my
class. He called himself a “story teller.” When someone asked him if that was an
appropriate description for such a prominent author, he replied that telling the impor-
tant stories of a people has always been an honored and important task. Without a
collective memory of a community carried forward by their stories, that people is in
danger of perishing.

One of the obligations of a community is to carry on the common memory, to tell the
important stories to the next generation. That is the reason that the Torah is read in
Jewish congregations throughout the world, every week. That is one of the reasons
that it is important to belong to a community — to help our children inherit the story of
our people and become part of it. Only by being part of the community do we get the
honor of carrying that story forward.

We have an obligation to our past and our future to become the witnesses when those
who lived through the holocaust can no longer tell their tales. We have an obligation to
carry the truth because there are so many who would deny that it ever happened. We
have the honor of being part of a sacred community, and part of our mission is to carry
the stories of our people forward.

The High Holidays are approaching. Now is the time that we take stock of our lives
and make amends to those who are part of our lives whom we have hurt or wronged. |
extend my hand to each of you and ask forgiveness. | will try my hardest to do better
this year.

Shalom,

Jack Kramer
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President’s Message
By Phil Saltzman

The State of Judaism (New Jersey)

At the beginning of the Summer, in a Shabbat sermon, Rabbi Kramer touched upon the subject of Aaron Louzada, a Jewish
pioneer who was one of the early settlers of Bound Brook, NJ in the late 17™ century. His family maintained a presence in
the Bound Brook area for nearly 150 years. How difficult that colonial period must’ve been for the Louzada family, and yet,
there are successful stories of Jewish pioneers throughout America’s past. They are wonderful stories to relate to in our
centuries old experience in America.

It was over 85 years ago that a band of Jewish merchants and professionals in the Bound Brook area decided to make their
Jewish presence permanent here with the creation of the Bound Brook Jewish Center. In the early 1950s this was to become
the shul we now know as Congregation Knesseth Israel (or CKI). CKI has the pleasant distinction of being one of the oldest
Jewish communities in central suburban New Jersey. When CKI was founded in 1923/1924, synagogue life and Jewish life
were synonymous. The importance of having a synagogue was paramount to the early members of CKI. Judaism was the
focal point of their daily lives. This early community struggled through bouts of anti-Semitism in early 20™ century America;
the Great Depression; World War II and the Holocaust. After that dark period, CKI members gave great support to the
founding of Israel and its subsequent defense. All along, the pioneer CKlers dealt with the distinct line of becoming good
(assimilated) Americans while maintaining their Jewish identities.

Today, the fine line of being Jewish and being assimilated has become blurred. I recently saw statistics in Moment magazine
(a Jewish periodical) that as many as 65% of American Jews are currently not affiliated with any synagogue. In addition,
many of those who are affiliated merely become so, briefly, for the satisfaction of their children’s Bar/Bat-Mitzvah require-
ments. Shortly after that point, their enrollment “lapses”, perhaps not to return again until their Golden Years; perhaps not at
all. To add to this dilemma, some Jewish parents now attempt to circumvent the synagogue/temple experience entirely, by
seeking “maverick” rabbis who will “fast track” their child to a Bar/Bat-Mitzvah ceremony with the promise of tutoring and
preparation in as little as a few months! What does this teach the child about the beauty and mystery of the Hebrew
language? How does this teach and develop a love for all things (or for anything) Jewish? How does this become a lasting
impression to one’s heritage? This is not simply about religion; this is also about culture. Are we becoming a cultureless,
soul-less Jewish American society? Are we Jews only in name because we occasionally enjoy a bowl of matzoh ball soup, or
a bagel with lox and cream cheese? Is it because we take satisfaction when we hear about a famous sports figure who is
Jewish, or we’re “entertained” by the notion that certain celebrities are flirting with the Kabbalah? There has to be more to
being Jewish today than that. Taking the path of least resistance completely denies the child (and the parents) of belonging to
their greater Jewish community. This is a far cry from the needs and emphasis our “Jewish pioneers” placed in their commu-
nity! The founders of CKI had no doubts or hesitations. For them, Jewish life was a #1 priority. Nowadays, it seems, that
emphasis is simply missing, and Jewish life is not even a secondary concern, especially when stories abound of how soccer
practice, baseball practice, dance recitals, and every sort of extracurricular activity takes precedence over securing a
satisfying Jewish education.

I touched upon this subject in a previous article entitled the Bar-Mitzvah Factory this past year, but this latest trend may be
serving to hasten the demise of the synagogue in America. Is this a failure of Jewish Americans to their community? Or is it
a failure of synagogues/temples to their congregations? Have we become so successful as Americans that we forgot, or
even cared about, how to be Jews? I wish I had the answers, but I do not. Most modern synagogues and temples still offer
well balanced opportunities in Hebrew education, spirituality, and culture, as well as religion. CKI is no exception. We even
go as far as to offer special accommodations to families and students, provided their requests do not hinder nor compromise
the needs of other congregants. It is my desire that we seek answers to all these questions, and we take the opportunity (and
courage) to discuss them openly. Furthermore, it is my optimistic hope that CKI will have a wonderful history to bear
witness to in the next 85 years.

I look forward to your feedback. Perhaps, the upcoming High Holidays will be a time for special renewal this year. I always
welcome new ideas, and recommendations. Please don’t hesitate to bring your suggestions to me. Congregation Knesseth
Israel will always remain a place of openness and friendship.
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CKI GIFT CARD PROGRAM

We are very pleased to report a profit of
$8,000 from the Gift Card Program for
the fiscal year just ended. Thanks to
everyone who participated and for your
continued support of this Program.

The CKI Gift Card Program continues
throughout the summer. July 1st

started the 2008-20009 fiscal year, so
please get a jump on your yearly gift card
commitment! Remember, any purchases
made by your friends and family not only
count toward your goals, but also help
the CKI Fundraising Committee meet the
aggressive goals they have set for this
year.

We have a wide selection in stock right
now, including all old favorites such as:

Shop Rite, Pathmark, A&P, Kings,Stop n
Shop

Outback, Charlie Browns, Red Lobster
Sears, Kohls, Macys, Barnes and Noble
Claires, Borders, Gap, Old Navy, Walmart
Exxon, BP, Marriott Hotels, Gamestop
Petsmart, CVS, Walgreens, ITunes
Payless Shoes

New stores and restaurants that are
available include:

EBAY

Kmart, Shell Gas, Sunoco Gas
Aeropostale, Chili's, Nordstroms

Lord & Taylor, Dennys, Cracker Barrel
Bloomingdales, Rite Aid

Please contact Mark Scherzer at
mark.scherzer@morganstanley.com
(718-637-1300) or Rich Biely at
rbiely@erols.com (732-356-7470)
to place your orders.

MEN’S CLUB SUMMER ACTIVITIES
AND FALL PLANNING

OUR YEARLY OUTING AT THE
PATRIOT’S BALL PARK IN BRIDGEWATER
WAS A TOTAL SUCCESS. WE HAD MORE
ATTENDANCE THAN ANY PREVIOUS
YEAR. THE WEATHER THAT NIGHT WAS
IDEAL FOR WATCHING THE GAME AND
THE FIRE WORKS THAT FOLLOWED. WE
WERE ALL BLESSED WITH THE GREAT
WEATHER AND BALL PARK SEATS. I
WOULD LIKE TO THANK RICH BIELY FOR
HIS HELP IN MAKING THIS EVENT SUCH
A SUCCESS.

OUR SUMMER PICNIC WAS A GREAT
SUCCESS. EVERYONE GOT TO EAT,
DRINK, AND PLAY GAMES AND
SCHMOUZE WITH FRIENDS.

AFTER EVERYONE ATE, MOTHER
NATURE ONCE AGAIN GAVE US OUR
FIRE WORKS SHOW. IT WAS TOO BAD
THAT IT DIDN’T HAPPEN ONE HOUR
LATER AS IT INTERRUPTED OUR
SCHMOUZE TIME. 1 WOULD LIKE TO
THANK OUR MEN’S CLUB MEMBERS:
RICH BIELY, MIKE GREENBERG AND PHIL
SALTZMAN WHOSE GENEROUS

OFFER OF TIME AND LABOR HELPED TO
MAKE THIS EVENT A SUCCESS. I WOULD
ALSO LIKE TO MAKE A SPECIAL THANK
YOU TO PAM BARR WHO WAS ABLE TO
GET US THE PISCATAWAY PARK THAT
WE ALL ENJOY GOING TO. AND LAST OF
ALL I WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL WHO
CAME TO ENJOY OUR PICNIC WITH ALL
SORTS OF DELICIOUS DESSERTS THAT
WERE YUMMY.

THE MEN’S CLUB WILL BE HAVING A
CARD PARTY IN THE FALL, AND ALL ARE
WELCOME TO ATTEND. ALTHOUGH WE
CALL IT A CARD PARTY, THERE IS MORE
KIBITZING THAN CARD PLAYING.




Congregation Knesseth Israel - RITUAL COMMITTEE

Dear Congregation,

The Ritual Committee is very proud to sponsor the lay-led Friday evening Shabbat worship
services held throughout the summer.

We are now preparing for the High Holiday services, which begin this year with Selichot
Services on Saturday September 20" at 7:30 PM.

Erev Rosh Hashanah services will be Monday evening, September 29th, at 8:00 pm.
Services for the first day of Rosh Hashanah begin at 9:30 am on Tuesday, September 30",
Tashlich services will be held immediately after. Mincha / Ma’ariv Services will begin at
7:00 PM. Services for the second day of Rosh Hashanah begin at 9:30 on Wednesday,
October 1¢. Baby-sitters (for children up through age 7) will be available during the Rosh
Hashanah services. Cantor Fuerstman will assist Rabbi Kramer at all services.

This year we will hold both Friday evening and Saturday morning services on Shabbat
Shuvah (October 37 & 4%).

Erev Yom Kippur services (Kol Nidrei) start at 8:00 pm on Wednesday, October 8th.

Yom Kippur services start at 9:30 am on Thursday, October 9". Baby-sitting services will
be available both days. Yizkor services will start at about 12:30 pm. Our annual

“Break the Fast” will commence at the conclusion of the evening service.

Sign up forms for the Break the Fast will be distributed separately. We are looking for
volunteers to help with the Break the Fast. If you would like to help, please contact the
Temple Office.

If you have not already done so, any congregant who wants to have the name of a
deceased loved one listed in the Yizkor booklet should get in touch with the Synagogue
office as soon as possible. All names will be read aloud at the Yizkor Service.

If you would like an Aliyah or other honor during the High Holiday services,

Please complete and return the attached form on or before September 10, 2008.

For Aliyah we usually honor husband and wife, parent and child, or any other combina-
tions. Not all honors require the ability to read Hebrew. We cannot guarantee to honor
all requests but we will do our best. If you can be flexible, we will try to accommodate
you.

The men’s club is scheduled to build the Sukkah on October 12th. The holiday will be
celebrated with services on October 13" at 7:30 PM.. If you would like to help, please get in
touch with Steve Weiss or Rich Biely. Simchat Torah will be celebrated on Tuesday,
October 21, services will begin at 7:30 PM.

I should like to take this opportunity to thank all of the members who assisted with the
summer services. You helped make our summer enjoyable and meaningful. And to all
members of the Congregation, | wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Sincerely,

Sandi Mirhige-Weiss
Ritual Chair

33 Glen Gary Road
Middlesex, NJ] 08846
(732)627-0149




CKI - HONOR REQUEST FORM- 5769 / 2008

Each year during the High Holiday services, we honor as many congregants as possible by calling them
up to the Bimah to perform one or another ritual task. These tasks include:

Ark Opener (Non Torah Service)
Removing the Torah from the Ark

Carrying the Torah
Aliyah (assisting with the reading of the Torah)
Hagbah (lifting the Torah after the reading)
Galilah (wrapping and dressing the Torah)
Haftorah reading (reading from the Prophets)

These honors are available and the duties required for each of the services, first day of Rosh Hashanah,
second day of Rosh Hashanah, and twice on Yom Kippur.

If you would like to be called up for any of the honors, please fill in the following form and return it to
the Temple Office or to the Ritual Chair:

YOUR NAME:

Your Hebrew Name:

Your Mother’s Hebrew Name:

Your Father’s Hebrew Name:

Honor Desired:

Day of Service:




From the Desk of
Orly Elstein
Religious School Coordinator

If nothing ever changed, there'd be no butterflies. ~Author Unknown

Shalom and welcome back!
The new year bring lots of exciting changes in the Religious School
including my move from teaching to becoming the Religious School
Coordinator. I'm incredibly thankful for this opportunity and I am
looking forward to meeting and getting to know everyone better.
I'm so happy to be returning with such a great staff-

Sara Ackerman, Naomi Gold, Mike Greenberg, Cory Heimberg,
Anna Ostrovski, Michael Schechter and Roni Silverberg, who have
been working hard to make sure that we have an amazing year.

I hope everyone's ready fo learn and for lots of fun and educational

programs.




Sisterhood

The Sisterhood gift case has items to
make your holiday more enjoyable;
kiddush cups, challah covers,
candlesticks etc. Come and see what
you can use or give to your hostess.

Our Sisterhood Cookbook makes a
great gift for someone going on their
own & cooking for themselves.

2009 Entertainment books are here so
pick up a copy for the same great
price of $25.00 each.

Mazel Tov!

Congratulations to the Scherzer
Family in celebration of Cory’s
Bar Mitzvah on September 6th. We
are all very proud of Cory!

Get Well Wishes
New Members
Mimi Albaum
A warm welcome to Bobbi Achtel
Marlan & Shelly Schwartz & Mike Greenberg
their children Mickey, Samson Rich Galek
and Maxwell 1
Audrey Kemelor
\O‘ (/fk
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Tol: 732926 o 732-026-11
Tribute Cards . ;ﬁgﬁg;ﬁgﬁ R
Sisterhood tribute cards
(Leagrams) ACA/PRUDENT
Are sent out for all occasions. IV p + CORPORATION
Cost is $4.00 each HVESTERS | LANNHGED .

Call Harriet Hartman at 732-469-
1834 to order

ROBYN ACHTEL

“Financial Planning”

239 Route 22 Bast
Green Brook, NJ 08812




GIFTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

All donations, regardless of size, are greatly appreciated and help us tremendously.
Listed below are members / organizations that have made recent contributions to
Congregation Knesseth Israel. We sincerely THANK YOU !

Stan & Judy Mitzner donated $50 to the Temple Fund
Lawrence & Beverly Lemchen made a donation in memory of Phil Granett
Mike and Jill Gordon donated $75 in honor of the ushers at Jenn’s Bat Mitzvah

Mark and Lisa Scherzer donated $100 to cover the cost of an ad for the
Religious School and $200 for flowers for the High Holidays

Mark and Lisa Scherzer donated $500 in honor of Cory’s Bar Mitzvah

Rob & Michele Strnatko donated $500 in honor of Justin’s Bar Mitzvah
Shelley Block & Alan Gerber donated $100 to the Hardship Fund

Brian Ward donated his time to unclog the drain outside of the Youth Lounge

Steve Cantor-Sternin donated his time to install the electrical connection to
the new Memorial Board

Contributions can be made for various items, including:

Michael Barr Memorial Fund

Irv Eisdorfer Megillah Fund

Leaves on the Tree of Life

The Ruth Singer Fund for Education and Recreation

Temple Fund (for general use for Temple needs)

Prayer Books (inscribed “in memory” of a friend / relative or “in honor” of a
special occasion)

Memorial plaques

Memorial Fund

If you have any questions regarding contributions, please contact the Temple Office on
732-469-0934 or Richard Biely on 732-356-7470.




Date

9/4/08
9/10/08
9/10/08
9/12/08
9/13/08
9/15/08
9/16/08
9/17/08
9/18/08
9/20/08
9/21/08
9/21/08
9/24/08
9/24/08
9/25/08
9/25/08
9/26/08
9/26/08
9/29/08
9/30/08
9/30/08
10/1/08
10/4/08
10/5/08
10/5/08
10/6/08
10/6/08
10/8/08
10/9/08
10/10/08
10/11/08
10/13/08
10/14/08
10/17/08
10/19/08
10/19/08
10/26/08
10/26/08
10/27/08
10/27/08
10/27/08
10/28/08
10/28/08
10/29/08
10/29/08
10/30/08
10/30/08
10/31/08
10/31/08

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER YAHRZEITS

In Memory Of

Rebecca Tudor
Laura Davick
Philip Granett
Jacob Goodstein
Sol Fein

Leonard Litt

Ethel Newman
Teresa Streicher
Morris Cooper
William Markowitz

Alison Auerbach-Barr

Bertha Newman
Valerie Kagan
Tillie Strassman

Sarah Esther Gerber

Florence Wertheim
Adella Eisenstat
Robert Galek
Anna Helfand
Martin Streicher
Herman Stromfeld
Maurice Lassman
Abe Dandes
Joseph Blacher
Morten Nielsen
Molly Stromfeld
Gussie Thorner
Gladys Kormendy
Anna Stern
Joseph Buchhalter
Leon Wender
Leah Rosoff
Morris Eisdorfer
Ellis Bregman
Dora Eisdorfer
Abraham Lemchen
Seymour Galek
Aaron H. Penn
Hilda Baskin
Marion Kaplan
Max Simon

Irving Lazaroff
Ralph Weissman
Cele Manheimer
Elena Paradiz
Alexander Cohen
Edna Solomon
Joseph Resnick
Mary Wender

Relationship/Observed by

Mother of Sidney Tudor

Aunt of Gloria Hartman

Father of Andrew Granett

Father of Fred Goodstein

Father of Judy Mitzner

Father of Randi Zuber

Aunt of Raymond Newman
Mother-in-law of Rita Streicher
Step-father of Susan Perrella
Father of Mel Markowitz
Daughter-in-law of Pamela Barr
Mother of Raymond Newman
Mother of Josh Kagan

Mother of Martin Strassman
Mother-in-law of Eleanor Gerber
Mother of Lenore Kaplan
Step-mother of Maxine Eisenstat
Brother of Rich Galek

Cousin of Harriet Hartman
Husband of Rita Streicher
Grandfather of Susan Saltzman
Father-in-law of Judy Heffron; Father of Howard Lassman
Father of Gail Carroll

Husband of Beatrice Blacher
Father of Lily Epstein
Grandmother of Susan Saltzman
Aunt of David Goldstein

Sister of Alfred Hartman

Mother of Jerry Stern

Father of Margit Feldman

Father of Harold Wender

Mother of Harriet Hartman
Father-in-law of Sue Eisdorfer
Husband of Hope Bregman
Mother-in-law of Sue Eisdorfer
Grandfather of Andrew Granett
Father of Rich Galek

Father of Faye Schreier

Mother of Ruth Pariso

Wife of Philip Kaplan

Father of Allen Simon

Father of Pearl Cooper

Father of Carol Goldstein

Mother of Alan Epstein; Grandmother of Joseph Epstein
Grandmother of Alan Todtenkopf
Grandfather of Stephen Weiss
Mother of Andrea Gray

Father of Sondra Miranda and Susan Perrella
Mother of Harold Wender



September 2008

1 Elul 5768 - 1 Tishri 5769

‘ Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 m 1 2 2 3 3 4 4 5 7.02pm 5 6 8.03pm 6
Labor Day 8:00 pm Service led Shofetim
by Cory Scherzer 'MAZEL TOV' 9:00
Oneg hosted by the [am Bar Mitzvah of
Scherzer Family Cory Scherzer
7 78 89 910 1011 1112 65%m 1293 75%m 13
9:30 am Opening 7:30 pm Ritual 4:30-6:30 pm 7:30 pm Men's Club (7:30 pm Executive [8:00 pm Services - Ki Tetse
Day Religious Comm. Mtg. Hebrew 5 Mtg. Bd. Mtg. Oneg sponsored by
School 9:30 am 7:30 pm Chai-5 Class Maxine Eisenstat
Education
Comm/PTO Mtg.
1415 1516 1617 1718 1819 63%m 199 74%m 20
9:30 am Religious  [7:30 pm Ritual 4:30-6:30 pm 7:30 pm Family Ki Tabo
School 9:30 am  |Comm. Mtg. Hebrew 5 Services 7:30 pm Selichot
Board Mtg. 6:30 pm House & Services
11:00 am - 5:00 pm Aesthetics Comm.
Bound Brook Fair Work Night
12:45 pm Bar/Bat
Family Mtg.
21 2122 2223 2324 2495 252 627pm 2697 7280m 27
9:30 am Religious  [7:30 pm Ritual 4:30-6:30 pm 7:30 pm Sisterhood 8:00 pm Services Nitsabim
School  10:00 am [Comm. Mtg. Hebrew 5 Mtg.
Adult Ed. Mtg.
28 2829 622m 29 1
9:30 am Religious Erev Rosh Hashanah Rosh Hashanah
School 8:00 pm Erev Rosh |Ist Day of Rosh
Hashanah Services |Hashanah - 9:30 am
Services




October 2008

2 Tishri 5769 - 2 Heshvan 5769

Sunday ‘ Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
22 33 6.15pm 44 7.16pm 5
Rosh Hashanah Tzom Gedaliah 8:00 pm Shabbat Vayeleh
2nd Day Rosh Shuvah Services 9:30 am Shabbat
Hashanah - 9:30 am Shuvah Services
Services
66 77 88 99 1010 6.04pm 1111 7.05pm 12
9:30 am Religious  [7:30 pm Ritual 4:30-6:30 pm Erev Yom Kippur Yom Kippur 8:00 pm Shabbat Haazinu
School 9:30 am Comm. Mtg. Hebrew 5 8:00 pm Erev Yom |9:30 am Yom Kippur |Services
Education Comm. Kippur Services Services  12:30 pm
Mtg. Yizkor Services
Break The Fast -
Sunset
1313 5.59pm 141 1515 1616 1717 5.53pm 1818 6.55pm 19
9:30 am Religious Erev Sukkot Sukkot #1 Sukkot #2 Hol Hamoed Hol Hamoed Hol Hamoed
School  Sukkot 7:30 pm Erev Sukkah/No Hebrew 5 7:30 pm Executive  [8:00 pm Shabbat
Event - TBA Services Bd. Mtg. Services
(Building the
Sukkah)
2020 2121 2299 2323 2424 54%m 2595 645m 26
Hol Hamoed Hoshanah Rabbah Shemini Atzeret Simchat Torah 7:30 pm Sisterhood [8:00 pm Shabbat Bereshith
9:30 am Religious No Hebrew 5 7:30 Mtg. Services 9:30 am Family
School 9:30 am pm Simchat Torah Services
Board Mtg. Service
26 2727 2828 20297 ) 3030 ) 131 ‘7 2
9:30 am Religious 4:30-6:30 pm 8:00 pm Service led
School 10:00 am Hebrew 5 by Justin Strnatko
Adult Ed. Mtg.
Chai-5 Class (Time
TBA)
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